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can the schemes of the socialists nrach help to evolve
social peace and harmony out of this baseless
strife. If we ponder over all this, we cannot but
feel grateful to the holy Rishis of yore who devised
this system of castes and Ashramas. It trained
its votaries to look to their duties and to discharge
them fearlessly.
"They had every reason to be proud of their
great spiritual inheritance. The time, gentlemen,
has come when the Hindus of different classes and
denominations must be provided with a common
meeting ground where they should be able to feel
that" they are Hindus first and foremost, and
Vaishnavas, Saivas, or Saktas only afterwards; where
they should be able to sink and forget minor
differences and meet together, in amity and unity, on
the firm ground of the basic verities of Hindu
religion and philosophy. It was essential that
they should not, as Professor Huxley remarked,
* forget the forest in the trees/ "
His Highness dwelt on " these basic, spiritual
and ethical unities which are and should ever
remain the common belief of all Hindus/' and,
continuing, said : " Our revered Rishis, realising
the unity of all knowledge, knew no distinction
*>etween science, philosophy, and religion. They
understood all these to be parts of one great whole,
tnd a study of modern science and philosophy,
undertaken with the object of a better understanding
of our own scriptures and of leading the mind up
to the higher fcaowledge, the Para-Vidya, the